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successful in Italy, where, I believe, the Government
gives special concessions in the nature of free land
by the side of the road."

Wide stretches of land* as far as the eye can
see, form the Indian countryside. Clusters of mud
houses, small, of simple design, and shaded by trees
stand exquisite in their natural setting. But behind
this perspective of peace and beauty lie the stark
realities of a life grim with the problems of hunger
and poverty, which harry the Indian peasant night
and day. Isolated by the long distances of the
country, he is cut away from the world of new ideas,
and an easy prey of any petty tyrant who may set
himself up as a " big man " in the village.

Lack of communications is the root cause of
the ignorance of the Indian villager, and one of the
main reasons for his helplessness.

Radio, Telephone, Cinema, and Airplane have
all helped to break down feelings of narrow national-
ism, and, in India, the work of the humble " motor
lorry** has been equally valuable in opening up new
areas, far away from the Railway line. The net-
work of bus services, often rickety and uncomfort-
able, has done more to create a new link between
the town and the village than any other single
agency of our civilisation.

But the problem of linking up village with
village still looms before us as a grave problem, yet
a problem, demanding solution since it directly
affects economic conditions of life and the cultural